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Proposed California Migrant Camps
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This 1935 map of proposed camps for California migrant workers was part of an application by the California Rural Rehabilitation Division for $100,000 of state emergency relief aid. The map details both the crops grown at each proposed camp, as well as the major worker migration routes in the state. In response to the growing influx of laborers migrating west from the Dust Bowl, the federal government–through the Resettlement Administration and later the Farm Security Administration– distributed millions of dollars for projects to improve rural living and working conditions. By the time the camp programs ended in 1942, the FSA had built 95 camps throughout the country that housed over 75,000 workers and their families. 
Source: Rural Rehabilitation Division, “Map of California showing areas where different crops are grown, proposed location of initial camps for migrants, and routes of migration,” 1935, Library of Congress Prints and Photographs Division. http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2002723443/
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